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Bigtorical Christianity on Judaism

We must remember that Christianity has always been
anti-Semitic. Christians have a/ways known that God rejected
the Jews for their rejection of Him, despite heavy Jewish crypsis
eventually subverting the Catholic Church. Such luminaries as
John Calvin, John Chrysostom, Martin Luther, Peter the Vener-
able, and Saint Augustine preached the truth about Judaism. For
example, Chrysostom delivered eight homilies known as the
Adversus Judaeos, or, Against the Jews, writing that Christians
must “flee the gatherings and holy places of the Jews. Let no
man venerate the synagogue because of the holy books; let him
hate and avoid it because the Jews outrage and maltreat the holy
ones”, that “the Jews disdained the beauty of virginity”, that
“again, the Jews, the most miserable and wretched of all men,
are going to fast, and again we must make secure the flock of
Christ. As long as no wild beast disturbs the flock, shepherds, as
they stretch out under an oak or pine tree and play their flutes,
let their sheep go off to graze with full freedom. But when the
shepherds feel that the wolves will raid, they are quick to throw
down the flute and pick up their slingshots; they cast aside the
pipe of reeds and arm themselves with clubs and stones. They
take their stand in front of the flock, raise a loud and piercing
shout, and oftentimes the sound of their shout drives the wolf
away before he strikes. I, too, in the past, frolicked about in ex-
plicating the Scriptures, as if I were sporting in some meadow; |
took no part in polemics because there was no one causing me
concern. But today the Jews, who are more dangerous than any
wolves, are bent on surrounding my sheep; so, I must spar with
them and fight with them so that no sheep of mine may fall vic-
tim to those wolves.”

Chrysostom continued that “the difference between the
Jews and us in not a small one, is it? Is the dispute between us
over ordinary, everyday matters, so that you think the two reli-
gions are really one and the same? Why are you mixing what
cannot be mixed? They crucified the Christ whom you adore as
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God. Do you see how great the difference is? How is it, then,
that you keep running to those who slew Christ when you say
that you worship him whom they crucified?”” He declared that
“the synagogue is worse than a brothel...it is the den of scoun-
drels and the repair of wild beasts...the temple of demons de-
voted to idolatrous cults...the refuge of brigands and debau-
chees, and the cavern of devils. It is a criminal assembly of
Jews...a place of meeting for the assassins of Christ...a house
worse than a drinking shop...a den of thieves, a house of ill
fame, a dwelling of iniquity, the refuge of devils, a gulf and an
abyss of perdition...I would say the same things about their
souls...As for me, I hate the synagogue...I hate the Jews for the
same reason.” Saint Augustine wrote that “the Jews can never
understand the Scriptures and forever will bear the guilt for the
death of Jesus”, and Martin Luther chose to devote his very last
sermon to the Jewish menace, preaching, “They are our public
enemies and incessantly blaspheme our Lord Jesus Christ, they
call our Blessed Virgin Mary a harlot and her Holy Son a bas-
tard and to us they give the epithet of changelings and abor-
tions...their synagogues should be set on fire, and whatever
does not burn up should be covered or spread over with
dirt...their homes should likewise be broken down and de-
stroyed. They should be deprived of their prayer-books and
Talmuds in which such idolatry, lies, cursing, and blasphemy
are taught.” In 1543, Luther published On the Jews and Their
Lies, exposing “the synagogue of Satan” and employing a
strong Biblical that Judaism is satanic. (2 Chronicles 19:2, Ro-
mans 2:28-29, 2 John 1:9-11, Revelation 2:9 and 3:9) One dis-
turbing fact that has more recently come to light is the largely
unknown origin of the Star of David, on which there is a strange
scarcity of research and an unusual rabbinical reticence. (Acts
7:43, Amos 5:26-27)

In On the Jews and Their Lies, Luther breathed right-
eous fire. Luther opened by stating, “I had made up my mind to
write no more either about the Jews or against them. But since I
learned that those miserable and accursed people do not cease to
lure to themselves even us, that is, the Christians, I have pub-
lished this little book, so that I might be found among those
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who opposed such poisonous activities of the Jews and who
warned the Christians to be on their guard against them. I would
not have believed that a Christian could be duped by the Jews
into taking their exile and wretchedness upon himself. Howev-
er, the devil is the god of the world, and wherever God's word is
absent he has an easy task, not only with the weak but also with
the strong. May God help us.” Luther knew that “they boast of
being the noblest, yes, the only noble people on earth. In com-
parison with them and in their eyes we Gentiles are not human;
in fact, we hardly deserve to be considered poor worms by
them.” He saw that “the Jews will not give up their pride and
boasting about their nobility and lineage...their hearts are hard-
ened. Our people, however, must be on their guard against
them, lest they be misled by this impenitent, accursed people
who give God the lie and haughtily despise all the world. For
the Jews would like to entice us Christians to their faith, and
they do this wherever they can.” He continued, “They are real
liars and bloodhounds who have not only continually perverted
and falsified all of Scripture with their mendacious glosses from
the beginning until the present day. Their heart's most ardent
sighing and yearning and hoping is set on the day on which they
can deal with us Gentiles as they did with the Gentiles in Persia
at the time of Esther. Oh, how fond they are of the book of Es-
ther, which is so beautifully attuned to their bloodthirsty, venge-
ful, murderous yearning and hope. The sun has never shone on a
more bloodthirsty and vengeful people than they are who imag-
ine that they are God's people who have been commissioned
and commanded to murder and to slay the Gentiles. In fact, the
most important thing that they expect of their Messiah is that he
will murder and kill the entire world with their sword. They
treated us Christians in this manner at the very beginning
throughout all the world. They would still like to do this if they
had the power, and often enough have made the attempt, for
which they have got their snouts boxed lustily.”

Luther wrote that “it became apparent that they were a
defiled bride, yes, an incorrigible whore and an evil slut with
whom God ever had to wrangle, scuffle, and fight. If he chas-
tised and struck them with his word through the prophets, they
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contradicted him, killed his prophets, or, like a mad dog, bit the
stick with which they were struck.” He warned Christians, our
European ancestors, to “be on your guard against the Jews,
knowing that wherever they have their synagogues, nothing is
found but a den of devils in-which sheer self-glory, conceit, lies,
blasphemy, and defaming of God and men are practiced most
maliciously and vehming his eyes on them... where you see or
hear a Jew teaching, remember that you are hearing nothing but
a venomous basilisk who poisons and kills people merrily by
fasten- And with all this, they claim to be doing right.” He con-
tinued, “A person who is unacquainted with the devil might
wonder why they are so particularly hostile toward Christians.
They have no reason to act this way, since we show them every
kindness. They live among us, enjoy our shield and protection,
they use our country and our highways, our markets and streets.
Meanwhile our princes and rulers sit there and snore with
mouths hanging open and permit the Jews to take, steal, and rob
from their open money bags and treasures whatever they want.
That is, they let the Jews, by means of their usury, skin and
fleece them and their subjects and make them beggars with their
own money. For the Jews, who are exiles, should really have
nothing, and whatever they have must surely be our property.
They do not work, and they do not earn anything from us, nor
do we give or present it to them, and yet they are in possession
of our money and goods and are our masters in our own country
and in their exile. A thief is condemned to hang for the theft of
ten florins, and if he robs anyone on the highway, he forfeits his
head. But when a Jew steals and robs ten tons of gold through
his usury, he is more highly esteemed than God himself.”
Luther was “wise” to Judaism, noting that “their Talmud
and their rabbis record that it is no sin for a Jew to kill a Gen-
tile, but it is only a sin for him to kill a brother Israelite. Nor is
it a sin for a Jew to break his oath to a Gentile. Likewise, they
say that it is rendering God a service to steal or rob from a Goy,
as they in fact do through their usury. For since they believe that
they are the noble blood and the circumcised saints and we the
accursed Goyim, they cannot treat us too harshly or commit sin
against us, for they are the lords of the world and we are their
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servants, yes, their cattle.” He did limit his inquiry, however, for
“If I had to refute all the...articles of the Jewish faith, I should
be obliged to write against them as much and for as long a time
as they have used for inventing their lies — that is, longer than
two thousand years.” He answered potential detractors by stat-
ing, “Someone may think that I am saying too much. I am not
saying too much, but too little — for I see their writings. They
curse us Goyim. In their synagogues and in their prayers, they
wish us every misfortune. They rob us of our money and goods
through their usury, and they play on us every wicked trick they
can. And the worst of it is that they still claim to have done
right and well, that is, to have done God a service. And they
teach the doing of such things. No pagan ever acted thus.” On
Jewish abstractionism and deconstructivism, practiced widely in
Western academia today, Luther remarked that “this is the way
the Jews tear apart the text wherever they can, solely for the
purpose of spoiling the words of Scripture for us Christians, alt-
hough it serves no purpose for them either. For it teaches them
nothing, it does not comfort them, it gives them nothing; it re-
sults in nothing but meaningless words. It is the same as if the
angel had said nothing at all. But they would rather surrender
such comforting, joyous words and suffer the loss than to have
them benefit us.” We must remember that Christianity is the
only faith which permitted rational inquiry into itself; see the
consequences we have thus reaped.

Luther warned of Jewish subterfuge, noting that “when a
Christian hears them utter the word ‘Jesu’, as will happen occa-
sionally when they are obliged to speak to us, he assumes that
they are using the name Jesus. But in reality, they have the nu-
meral letters Jesu in mind, that is, the numeral 316 in the blas-
phemous word Vorik. And when they utter the word ‘Jesu’ in
their prayer, they spit on the ground three times in honor of our
Lord and of all Christians, moved by their great love and devo-
tion. But when they are conversing with one another they say,
Deleatur nomen eius, which means in plain words, ‘May God
exterminate his name’, or, ‘May all the devils take him.” They
treat us Christians similarly in receiving us when we go to them.
They pervert the words Seid Gott willkommen [literally, ‘Be
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welcome to God’] and say, Sched wil kem, which means:
‘Come, devil’, or, ‘There comes a devil.” Since we are not con-
versant with the Hebrew, they can vent their wrath on us secret-
ly. While we suppose that they are speaking kindly to us, they
are calling down hellfire and every misfortune on our heads.
Such splendid guests we poor, pious Christians are harboring in
our country in the persons of the Jews, we who mean well with
them, who would gladly serve their physical and spiritual wel-
fare, and who suffer so many coarse wrongs from them.” Luther
observed that “they have been bloodthirsty bloodhounds and
murderers of all Christendom for more than fourteen hundred
years in their intentions, and would undoubtedly prefer to be
such with their deeds. Thus, they have been accused of poison-
ing water and wells, of kidnapping children, of piercing them
through with an awl, of hacking them in pieces, and in that way
secretly cooling their wrath with the blood of Christians, for all
of which they have often been condemned to death by fire.”
Luther preached, “Now behold what a fine, thick, fat lie
they pronounce when they say that they are held captive by us.
Jerusalem was destroyed over fourteen hundred years ago, and
at that time we Christians were harassed and persecuted by the
Jews throughout the world for about three hundred years, as we
said earlier. We might well complain that during that time they
held us Christians captive and killed us, which is the plain truth.
Furthermore, we do not know to the present day which devil
brought them into our country. We surely did not bring them
from Jerusalem. In addition, no one is holding them here now.
The country and the roads are open for them to proceed to their
land whenever they wish. If they did so, we would be glad to
present gifts to them on the occasion; it would be good rid-
dance. For they are a heavy burden, a plague, a pestilence, a
sheer misfortune for our country. Proof for this is found in the
fact that they have often been expelled forcibly from a country,
far from being held captive in it.” Indeed, “if you cannot toler-
ate a person in a country or home, does that constitute holding
him in captivity? In fact, they hold us Christians captive in our
own country. They let us work in the sweat of our brow to earn
money and property while they sit behind the stove, idle away



Christian Zionism 103

the time, fart, and roast pears. They stuff themselves, guzzle,
and live in luxury and ease from our hard-earned goods. With
their accursed usury they hold us and our property captive.
Moreover, they mock and deride us because we work and let
them play the role of lazy squires at our expense and in our
land. Thus, they are our masters and we are their servants, with
our property, our sweat, and our labor. And by way of reward
and thanks they curse our Lord and us! Should the devil not
laugh and dance if he can enjoy such a fine paradise at the ex-
pense of us Christians? He devours what is ours through his
saints, the Jews, and repays us by insulting us, in addition to
mocking and cursing both God and man. They could not have
enjoyed such good times in Jerusalem under David and Solo-
mon with their own possessions as they now do with ours,
which they daily steal and rob. And yet they wail that we have
taken them captive. Indeed, we have captured them and hold
them in captivity just as I hold captive my gallstone, my bloody
tumor, and all the other ailments and misfortunes which I have
to nurse and take care of with money and goods and all that I
have. Alas, I wish that they were in Jerusalem with the Jews and
whomever else they would like to have there.”

He asked, “What shall we Christians do with this reject-
ed and condemned people, the Jews? Since they live among us,
we dare not tolerate their conduct, now that we are aware of
their lying and reviling and blaspheming. If we do, we become
sharers in their lies, cursing and blasphemy. Thus, we cannot
extinguish the unquenchable fire of divine wrath, of which the
prophets speak, nor can we convert the Jews. With prayer and
the fear of God we must practice a sharp mercy to see whether
we might save at least a few from the glowing flames. We dare
not avenge ourselves. Vengeance a thousand times worse than
we could wish them already has them by the throat. I shall give
you my sincere advice: First, to set fire to their synagogues or
schools and to bury and cover with dirt whatever will not burn,
so that no man will ever again see a stone or cinder of them.
This is to be done in honor of our Lord and of Christendom, so
that God might see that we are Christians, and do not condone
or knowingly tolerate such public lying, cursing, and blasphem-
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ing of his Son and of his Christians. For whatever we tolerated
in the past unknowingly, and I myself was unaware of it will be
pardoned by God. But if we, now that we are informed, were to
protect and shield such a house for the Jews, existing right be-
fore our very nose, in which they lie about, blaspheme, curse,
vilify, and defame Christ and us (as was heard above), it would
be the same as if we were doing all this and even worse our-
selves, as we very well know.”

Luther continued, “Second, I advise that their houses al-
so be razed and destroyed. For they pursue in them the same
aims as in their synagogues. Instead they might be lodged under
a roof or in a barn, like the gypsies. This will bring home to
them the fact that they are not masters in our country, as they
boast, but that they are living in exile and in captivity, as they
incessantly wail and lament about us before God. Third, I ad-
vise that all their prayer books and Talmudic writings, in which
such idolatry, lies, cursing, and blasphemy are taught, be taken
from them. Fourth, I advise that their rabbis be forbidden to
teach henceforth on pain of loss of life and limb... Fifth, I ad-
vise that safe-conduct on the highways be abolished completely
for the Jews. For they have no business in the countryside, since
they are not lords, officials, tradesmen, or the like. Let them
stay at home... Sixth, I advise that usury be prohibited to them,
and that all cash and treasure of silver and gold be taken from
them and put aside for safekeeping. The reason for such a
measure is that, as said above, they have no other means of
earning a livelihood than usury, and by it they have stolen and
robbed from us and they possess.” With fury, he went on: “Sev-
enth, I recommend putting a flail, an ax, a hoe, a spade, a dis-
taff, or a spindle into the hands of young, strong Jews and Jew-
esses and letting them earn their bread in the sweat of their
brow, as was imposed on the children of Adam. For it is not fit-
ting that they should let us accursed Goyim toil in the sweat of
our faces while they, the holy people, idle away their time be-
hind the stove, feasting and farting., and on top of all, boasting
blasphemously of their lordship over the Christians by means of
our sweat. No, one should toss out these lazy rogues by the seat
of their pants.”
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He proceeded, however, that “if we are afraid that they
might harm us or our wives, children, servants, cattle, etc., if
they had to serve and work for us — for it is reasonable to as-
sume that such noble lords of the world and venomous, bitter
worms are not accustomed to working and would be very reluc-
tant to humble themselves so deeply before the accursed Goyim
— then then let us emulate the common sense of other na-
tions...[and] compute with them how much their usury has ex-
torted from us, divide, divide this amicably, but then eject them
forever from the country. For, as we have heard, God's anger
with them is so intense that gentle mercy will only tend to make
them worse and worse, while sharp mercy will reform them but
little. Therefore, in any case, away with them! I hear it said that
the Jews donate large sums of money and thus prove beneficial
to governments. Yes, but where does this money come from?
Not from their own possessions but from that of the lords and
subjects whom they plunder and rob by means of usury. Thus
the lords are taking from their subjects what they receive from
the Jews, i.e., the subjects are obliged to pay additional taxes
and let themselves be ground into the dust for the Jews, so that
they may remain in the country, lie boldly and freely, blas-
pheme, curse, and steal. Shouldn't the impious Jews laugh up
their sleeves because we let them make such fools of us and be-
cause we spend our money to enable them to remain in the
country and to practice every malice? Over and above that we
let them get rich on our sweat and blood, while we remain poor
and they suck the marrow from our bones.”

Luther asked, “How does it happen that we poor Chris-
tians nourish and enrich such an idle and lazy people, such a
useless, evil pernicious people, such blasphemous enemies of
God, receiving nothing in return but their curses and defamation
and every misfortune they may inflict on us or wish us? Indeed,
we are as blind and unfeeling clods in this respect as are the
Jews in their unbelief, to suffer such great tyranny from these
vicious weaklings, and not perceive and sense that they are our
lords, yes, our mad tyrants, and that we are their captives and
subjects. Meanwhile they wail that they are our captives, and at
the same time mock us -- as though we had to take this from
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them!” He noted that, “since they are loath to quit the country,
they will boldly deny everything and will also offer the gov-
ernment money enough for permission to remain here. Woe to
those who accept such money, and accursed be that money,
which they have stolen from us so damnably through usury.
They deny just as brazenly as they lie. And wherever they can
secretly curse, poison, or harm us Christians they do so without
any qualms of conscience. If they are caught in the act or
charged with something, they are bold enough to deny it impu-
dently, even to the point of death, since they do not regard us
worthy of being told the truth. In fact, these holy children of
God consider any harm they can wish or inflict on us as a great
service to God. Indeed, if they had the power to do to us what
we are able to do to them, not one of us would live for an hour.
But since they lack the power to do this publicly, they remain
our daily murderers and bloodthirsty foes in their hearts. Their
prayers and curses furnish evidence of that, as do the many sto-
ries which relate their torturing of children and all sorts of
crimes for which they have often been burned at the stake or
banished. Therefore, I firmly believe that they say and practice
far worse things secretly than the histories and others record
about them, meanwhile relying on their denials and on their
money.” As we no doubt understand by now, Luther, if he “had
power over the Jews...would deal severely with their lying
mouths.”
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