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Christians in Jerusalem want Jews
to stop spitting on them

By Amiram Barkat | October 12, 2004

A few weeks ago, a senior Greek Orthodox clergyman in Israel
attended a meeting at a government office in Jerusalem's
Givat Shaul quarter. When he returned to his car, an elderly
man wearing a skullcap came and knocked on the window.
When the clergyman let the window down, the passerby spat
in his face.

The clergyman preferred not to lodge a complaint with the
police and told an acquaintance that he was used to being
spat at by Jews. Many Jerusalem clergy have been subjected to
abuse of this kind. For the most part, they ignore it but
sometimes they cannot. ...

According to Daniel Rossing, former adviser to the Religious
Affairs Ministry on Christian affairs and director of a
Jerusalem center for Christian-Jewish dialogue, there has
been an increase in the number of such incidents recently, "as
part of a general atmosphere of lack of tolerance in the
country.”

Rossing says there are certain common characteristics from
the point of view of time and location to the incidents. He
points to the fact that there are more incidents in areas where
Jews and Christians mingle, such as the Jewish and Armenian
quarters of the Old City and the Jaffa Gate.

There are an increased number at certain times of year, such
as during the Purim holiday." I know Christians who lock
themselves indoors during the entire Purim holiday," he says.

SOURCE: Christians in Jerusalem want Jews to stop spitting on them -
Haaretz Daily Newspaper | Israel News
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